Salisbury Historical Society

May 21,2024
6pm

Our first meeting of the season featured Logan Gabour, winner of our annual scholarship.  He read his essay on Susan B. Anthony, followed by refreshments.  Logan plans to attend the University of South Carolina in the fall.

Secretary Gail Henry chaired the meeting.  Ten members were present. 

Minutes from our September 19, 2023, annual meeting were approved as written. 

Treasurer’s Report
David Rapalyea reported that our checking account has $347.99.  Insurance and Mason Alarms have been paid.  We’ve received $525 in donations to the Scholarship Fund, year to date.  Donors have stepped up to replace any damaged flags.
Trustees’ Report
Dave Merwin reported that our endowment account is in good shape and showed an increase for Q1.  This account, for emergencies and large outlays such as insurance, our biggest annual expense, continues to be invested prudently.  
President’s Report
Gail mentioned that the November ceremony for Pvt. Haskell was well-attended and very moving.  Thanks to Dave Merwin and Judy Elliott for spearheading the effort.

Since the demise of Lifelines, she has been doing publicity with the Beacon and alerts the Concord Monitor as needed.  Rose Cravens continues to update our website and Facebook page.  Jen Hoyt will post things on the town Facebook page as submitted.  

We must all seek members for leadership positions in September.  President, Secretary, Treasurer and one trustee for a three-year term will all be open. 
Round Robin/Museum
Cindy Owen spoke about the Round Robin coming up June 5.  Grades 4 from Salisbury, Andover and Webster will participate from 9am until around 2.  Rose Cravens offered to docent the Meetinghouse.  We need cookies and drinks for about 70 participants.  We need a facilitator and more volunteers for the Cemetery Walk.
Cindy also coordinates docents for the Museum, which the Executive Board moved from Sundays to Saturdays 1-3pm to coordinate with the Library being open.  We will open from May 25 until August 31, including Old Home Day August 10.  Cindy passed around a sign-up sheet for volunteers to docent.
Programs

In Program Chair Melissa Lesniak’s absence, Gail reported that 22 people registered for our February Zoom program and 11 attended; not sure if we’d do another.
We hope for a good turnout for our June 18 program on quilts.  Melissa will put posters around town.  Dave Merwin will get information on the Safety Building sign.  

Melissa is exploring possibilities for an October Halloween-related program.
July BBQ

In light of dwindling volunteers and the fact that we reap very few new members for our trouble, we voted to cancel this year’s event.  There will be a business meeting.  
Old Home Day

Some discussion about the White Elephant Sale.  People look forward to it but it’s a lot of work and we’re all getting old.  Agreed that when we advertise, we need to say, “No books or electronics.”  We will be more selective from the beginning so we don’t end up taking so much to the transfer station after the fact, more work.  
Also agreed that we need only five really good items for the annual raffle, and we should start looking for them now.   Also, as usual, we need volunteers.
Haunted Woods Bake Sale

David Rapalyea is our liaison here.  We will sell refreshments either October 12 or 19.  Member Gayle Landry, who has some experience, said we should decide on a simple menu, such as brownies and popcorn (store-bought and put in small bags) plus drinks including warm cider, coffee and hot chocolate.  We have time to work on this, but we already have a few volunteers.  We need to know hours. 
Other Business

We need a banner for events.  David Rapalyea will investigate costs.
We received a letter from Bartlett Tree asking if we want to feed our two maple trees at a cost of $415.  This was last done in April of 2022 and sponsored by Diana and Ken Celmer.  Agreed to wait another year unless we find a new sponsor.

We have been invited to have a table to sell merchandise and seek new members at the Potter Place Festival (formerly the Old Time Fair) sponsored by the Andover Historical Society.  The date is Saturday, June 29.  
Next Meeting will be Tuesday, June 18, at 6pm in Town Hall.
The meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.

 Respectfully submitted,

   Gail Henry, Secretary
